
What’s Happening in the Market? 
2016:  the year of a BIG surprising change in the Watauga Market. View the highlights in 

my newsletter or go online for the full report 
Dear Friend,  
 
Did you notice the Wonder Woman stamp?  The trivia question is about her creator.  The newsletter 
introduces you to two new endeavors – BooneAdventures.com and my online video library. 
 
 Here’s what’s happening in our market.  As you’ll see in the newsletter, it’s a funny time in 
our market:  house sales leaped ahead in number, but overall prices didn’t rise above inflation.  That 
makes it a sellers’ market and a buyers’ market.  What I believe that means is we’re on the verge of a 
transition.  Our inventory is at its lowest since I began keeping records in 2008.  Given the laws of 
supply and demand, I expect prices to begin rising.  If that happens [I don’t have a crystal ball, afterall] 
and if the inventory stays low, this will be the best year for selling home that we’ve seen for a very long 
time.  Buyers, however, will find less to choose from.  And they’ll find almost no new construction. 
 
 On my home front, my big news is that I’m eliminating homes.  I’ve had three for some time.  
Last year I sold one to one of my daughters.  This year I’ll sell a 2nd one to a 2nd daughter.  And I’m 
back in my Payne Branch home.  It’s all good.  Like so many of my peers, I’m at the point where I want 
less maintenance, more time to do what I love – spend time with family and friends, take pictures, and 
do some writing. 
 
 Please do know that I enjoy hearing from you, and you’re welcome anytime to call to chat or to 
learn more about our market.  Or, if I can provide your friends or family caring and competent 
professional real estate help, that will be my pleasure.  
  
 I truly appreciate your friendship and having you in my life.  Enjoy your issue! 
 
My Warmest Regards, 
 

    HelenHelenHelenHelen    
 
Helen L. Phillips 
Coe Realty, PO Box 3397 Boone NC  28607 
828.264.1434 

helen@helenLphillips.com 

 
Keep up with market updates and find consumer information at: 
https://www.coerealty.com/blog/   or   https://www.facebook.com/CoeRealty/  
free, topnotch, video information on real estate:  https://www.coerealty.com/showcase/  
follow me on Instagram:  #boonehiker  Some of my recent posts on Instagram: 
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What’s Happening in the Watauga Real Estate 
Market? 

 
View my full review of the market in 2016 at: 

coerealty.com/blog/the-watauga-real-estate-market-a-review-
of-2016 

or  
facebook.com/CoeRealty [and while you’re there, please ‘like’ 

my page!] 
Meanwhile, here are some highlights: 

 
�  Condo/townhomes – the volume of sales has increased 
significantly. 
�   The number of homes sold has increased significantly, up 
about 33%. 
�   Sales prices/value of homes remains steady/has not 
increased significantly. 
�   Our inventory of homes is at its lowest point since 2008. 
�   2/3rds of home sales are log cabins/mountain style. 
�   What style of home are builders constructing today? 
�   Blowing Rock continues to be the most popular area and 
also the highest priced area. 
�   For land, the good news for sellers: the volume of sales 
has increased. 
�   For land, the good news for buyers: it’s still very much a 
buyers’ market. 
�   Are you in your dream house? 
�   Are we on the verge of a multiple offer market? 
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What’s Happening in our Real Estate Market? 
 

Keep in mind my review of the 2016 market looks at the 
entire market as an overview.  A real estate market, 

nevertheless, is comprised of many markets within.  If 
you’d like to know where a property you own or are 

interested in purchasing stands in value, I’d be delighted 

to prepare a market analysis. 

 

                      

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

             

           

                  

         

         

   

         

  

 

 

 

         

   

         

  

         

         

    

 

         

         
  

         

  

 

  

 

         

  

   

         

Word of the Month… 

Studies have shown your income 
and wealth are directly related to the 
size and depth of your vocabulary. 
Here is this month’s word, so you 
can impress your friends (and 
maybe even fatten your wallet!)… 
 

Scurrilous: (sker-a-less)  adj.  
 

Meaning:   offensive, defamatory 
and vulgar  
 

Sample Sentence:  The scurrilous 
online attack was hurtful and untrue. 
 

Buyer Beware 
U.S. Customs seized $1.26 billion 
worth of counterfeit goods coming 
into the country last year.  These 
were the top 6:   
1. Handbags/wallets 
2. Watches/jewelry 
3. Wearing apparel/accessories 
4. Consumer electronics 
5. Footwear 
6. Pharmaceuticals/personal care 
 
Useful Health Websites 

� www.spinehealth.com – 
Thousands of articles and videos 
from doctors about back pain, 
neck pain, and related disorders.  
A forum for discussion and 
doctor profiles too. 
 

� www.kidshealth.org – Most 
visited site about kid’s health.  
It’s divided into info for parents, 
kids and teens. 
 

� www.agingcare.com – Learn 
about all aspects of getting older 
from caregiver information to 
specific challenges older people 
experience. 

 

Quotes To Live By… 

The young man knows the rules, but 
the old man knows the exceptions.  

–Oliver Wendell Holmes 
 

Success is not final, failure is not 
fatal: it is the courage to continue 
that counts.  

–Winston Churchill 
 

Wisdom is the quality that keeps you 
from getting into situations where 
you need it.  

–Doug Larson 

Save On Your Phone Bill 
 

 Have you reviewed your phone situation lately?  Consider one or all 
of these options to save hundreds of dollars a year: 
 

Eliminate your landline.  First, study your phone bill to see if you’re 
paying for extras (like caller ID) you may not need.  If you decide to 
ditch your landline because you have a cell phone, make sure you 
have excellent cell coverage at home.  Another option is to switch to 
VOIP (voice over internet protocol) like Vonage, Skype, Ooma and 
even MagicJack.  Unlimited local and long distance calls can range 
from $5 to $20 a month, that can save you over $100 per year. 
 

Bundle your services.  You can save $20 or more per month if you 
get your cable, Internet, and landline from the same provider.   There’s 
an extra $240 each year in your pocket for the same services. 
 
Ask your cell phone provider for a cheaper plan.  If you talk to the 
same people daily, a “favorites” plan may better suit your needs.   If 
you’re sending more text messages, go to an unlimited texting plan. Or, 
consider a pre-paid cell phone where you only pay for minutes you use.  
Depending on your talking time, that could save you up to $500 a year. 

Detecting “Unwanted” Visitors  
 

 Could you be sharing your home with uninvited visitors – 
like mice, squirrels, birds, or even termites?  Pests are a 
common problem for everyone, so here are a few tips to spot 
them and what to do: 
 

Where you might find them.  Look for animal droppings, 
signs of chewing, and odor in your kitchen, basement, closets, 
and attic.  Check any moist areas like around air conditioning 
units.  In the case of termites, look for “dirt tubes” around your 
home’s perimeter, particularly in cracks or crevices.  
 

What to do.  You know how to trap mice in the kitchen.  After 
you trap them, be sure to clean up crumbs and keep food 
sealed up.  When it comes to larger animals, like squirrels, 
birds, or snakes, don’t try to remove them yourself.  They can 
be dangerous when cornered.  If you suspect you have the 
larger visitors or tiny bugs like termites, hire a professional 
animal catcher or pest control company. 
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Be on the lookout…… 
 

Coming Soon….. 
 

www.BooneAdventures.com 
 

Be ready to set your feet on fire or start 
your tires rolling to fun, interesting, and 

sometimes hard to find adventures in our 
beautiful mountains! 
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Brain Teaser… 
Julie was born on December 14, yet 
her birthday is always celebrated in 
the summer.  Why? 

(See page 4 for the answer.) 

 
What’s My Home Worth? 
I’m always delighted to prepare a 
Correct Market Analysis for you, 
whether you want to be informed or 
whether you’re beginning to think 
about selling.  It will be my pleasure. 
 
Learn From The Best Colleges 
For Free 
These schools offer free courses 
online for various subjects including 
history, law, and math: 

 

� Notre Dame:  www.ocw.nd.edu  
 

� Duke Law Center: 
web.law.duke.edu/cspd/lecture
s   

 

� MIT Sloan School of 
Management:  
www.ocw.mit.edu/courses/sloa
n-school-of-management  
 

� Oxford University:  
www.maths.ox.ac.uk/opencour
seware  

 

Have A Laugh 

What happens to a frog's car when it 

breaks down? 

…..It gets toad away. 

What did the duck say when he 

bought lipstick?..... 

"Put it on my bill." 

Why did the witches' team lose the 

baseball game?.... 

Their bats flew away. 

What do you call a pig that does 

karate?.... 

A pork chop. 

Computer Skills Resource 
Whether you are new to computers 
and need basic training or just want 
to learn some new skills, you can 
get free tutorials at: 
www.GCFlearnfree.org 

7 Ways To Get Your Child Excited About Reading  
 

Concerned your may child spend too much time watching TV 
or playing video games and not enough time reading?  Here are 
7 quick tips to make reading fun and exciting:  
 

1. Let your child choose books they’re personally interested 
in.  This way they won’t get bored right away.  If they can’t 
decide, help them by matching a book topic with one of their 
interests. 

 

2. Encourage them to act out the book as a play.  Kids love 
to perform for others, and this will help them remember more. 

 

3. Ask your child to draw pictures of the characters.  This 
gets them to really think about the details, plus it’s fun! 

 

4. Read chapter books.  These have more surprises and 
character development, which will help your child visualize the 
words more. 

 

5. Take turns reading and let them ask questions.   Also, 
have them read aloud to their siblings or friends.  

 

6. Work with other parents to start a book club for kids.  
Here’s a video: www.howdini.com/howdini-video-
14452277.html 

 
7. Get your child an eReader.  If you can’t get them away from 

video games, at least make their time in front of a screen 
more productive. http://www.scholastic.com offers 
suggestions for free online reading apps for children, plus 
suggestions of books for children of all ages. 
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Thanks For Thinking of Me! 
Did you know I can help you or any 
of your friends or family save time 
and money when buying or selling a 
home?  Thanks for keeping me in 
mind with your referrals…and 
spreading the word about my 
services. 
 

Brain Teaser Answer: 
Because she lives in the southern 
hemisphere! 
 

What New Car Dealers Won’t Tell 
You 
� Negotiate from the invoice price 

up instead of from sticker price 
down (find prices at 
www.kbb.com). 

� Make an appointment to look at 
cars on Tuesday or Wednesday, 
when they’ll spend more time 
with you. 

� Pay attention to overall costs and 
not just the monthly payment. 

� Get all promises in writing or the 
salesperson might “forget.” 

 

The Formula For Water 
Teacher: “George, what is the 
formula  
                  for water? “ 
George: “H, I, J, K, L, M, N, O” 
Teacher: “Is that the formula I gave  
         you yesterday?” 
George: “Sure.  I remember.  You 
said  
                 H to O.” 
 

THANK YOU for reading my 
FindAMountainHome® newsletter.  
I wanted to produce a newsletter 
that has great content and is fun and 
valuable to you.  Your constructive 
feedback is always welcome. 
 

AND…whether you’re thinking of 
buying, selling or financing real 
estate, or just want to stop by and 
say “Hi,” I’d love to hear from you… 
 

Helen L. Phillips 
www.CoeRealty.com 

PO Box 3397 Boone NC  28607 
828.264.1434 

Helen@HelenLPhillips.com 
Disclaimer: The information contained in this letter is 

intended for informational purposes.  It should not 

substitute as legal, accounting, investment, medical and 

other professional services advice.  Always seek a 

competent professional for answers to your specific 

questions. This letter is not intended to solicit real estate 

properties currently for sale. 

Real Estate Corner… 
 

Q.  I’d like to find excellent online videos that address several of 
my concerns in real estate.  What source do you recommend, 
Helen? 
 
A.  Thanks for asking!  I am offering a new service to my buyers 
and sellers, an online video collection: 

https://www.coerealty.com/showcase/ 
Topics for sellers include: 
  Preparing Your Home for Sale 
  Preparing Your Home:  Allocating Items 
  Pricing Your Home to Sell 
  Selecting Your Real Estate Agent CRS 
  The Benefits of Pre-Inspection 
  Selling By Owner 
Topics for buyers include: 
  8 Steps to Buying a Home 
  Financing Options 
 
These videos are short, clear, and, most importantly, they distill 
knowledge realtors can take years to learn.    
 

These are free and you can watch them any time! 

 

Trivia: 

 

Win a gift certificate to your favorite restaurant 
or to the movies by being one of the first four to 
call or email me with the correct answer to this 

trivia question: 
 

Seventy-five years ago, while most comic book damsels in 
distress helplessly awaited rescue by their male protectors, 
Wonder Woman confidently brushed aside this established 
gender barrier. William Moulton Marston created Wonder 

Woman. What else did he accomplish? 
1. He was the first person to create a car design based on 

feminine characteristics. 
2. He was the third person to successfully climb Mt. Everest. 
3. He invented the lie detector. 
4. He opened a mud bath salon in Torrential Town, NV. 

 

Call me at 828.264.1434 or Email helen@helenLphillips.com 

 
 



     

Coe Realty 
Properties for Sale 

   More information 
at: 

CoeRealty.com 

 

Mountain 
getaway cabin 
on private 3+ 

acres. 
 

$160,000 

 

 

Peaceful, Wooded 
Location for this 

. 
$100,000 

Adams Apple 

 

Totally Affordable 
Cozy Getaway 

Easy Maintenance 
1 Bdr 1 Ba 

Excellent Condition 
Close to Ski Slopes 
and all High Country 

Amenities 
$42,000 

 

 

This Grand Old Lady of 
a home is spacious and 

located in a quiet 
setting on Cove Creek 
and more. $230,000 

 

3bdr/2ba 
brick ranch 
Located just 

outside 
Boone 

Move in 
Ready 

$170,000  

 

 

 
3bdr/2ba 

Townhome 
Seven Devils 

Private 
Location 
$130,000 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Search online:  www.HighCountryPropertySearch.com 
 
 
 

Helen Phillips, Coe RealtyPO Box 3397 Boone NC  28607hone: 828 264 1434   email:  Helen@HelenLPhillips.com 
[NOTE: middle initial “L”]  www.CoeRealty.com 

 

• 1 Boone in-town lot; city water/sewer. Flat $68,500K 
• 3 tracts, just off Friendship Church Rd, Blowing Rock 

GREAT views!:$59K; $128K; $133.   
• 11.79 a Green Valley; Killer view; easy access $80K. 

Gorgeous long-range views. 
• 1+ a Bird’s Eye View, Ashe, $38, perked 
• .8+ a Bird’s Eye View, Ashe, $40K, perked 
• 9 a tract Cove Creek pasture/fenced/rolling/view $81K 
• 10.24 a tract Cove Creek pasture/rolling/view $92,250 
• 7+ a Stunning views 1 toe-step outside Boone $100K 
• 20+/- acres; creek, 10 min to Boone $200K 
 

• Top o Boone lot: sunset-over-Grandfather view. 
Perked.$45K. 

• $40K   6 acres on trout creek. Todd Area. Unrestricted 
• 1.5 a just outside Jefferson. $19,900. Panther Den 
• 2 acre adjacent Panther Den lot $25K 
• .5 a lot $9900K. Archie Carroll 
• +/- 1 acre, Archie Carroll $23K 

.3 a, Crystal Mtn, $30K, view 
• .71 a Crystal Mtn. $50K View  
• 23a Playmore Beach Rd. Lenoir $144K 
• .68a 50-mile Forever Views $30K 
• .82 a outside Blowing Rock, $50K 

  

Land For Sale 

SOLD 

JUST LISTED 

UC 

UC 

 

SOLD 

 

UC 


